
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties 
 
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for rehabilitation were developed to help protect the 
nation's irreplaceable cultural resources by promoting consistent preservation practices. The 
Standards are a series of concepts about maintaining, repairing and replacing historic materials, 
as well as designing new additions or making alterations; as such, they cannot, in and of 
themselves, be used to make essential decisions about which features of a historic property 
should be saved and which might be changed.  
 
The Standards for Rehabilitation provides guidelines for rehabilitation and adaptive reuse 
of historic properties. The Standards were originally published in 1977 and revised in 
1990 as part of Department of the Interior regulations (36 CFR Part 67, Historic 
Preservation Certifications). They pertain to historic buildings of all materials, 
construction types, sizes, and occupancy and encompass the exterior and the interior of 
historic buildings. They also encompass related landscape features and the building's site 
and environment as well as attached, adjacent or related new construction. The Standards 
may be applied to all properties listed in the National Register of Historic Places: 
buildings, sites, structures, objects, and districts.  
 
The four treatment approaches are Preservation, Rehabilitation, Restoration, and 
Reconstruction, outlined below in hierarchical order and explained:  
 
The first treatment, Preservation, places a high premium on the retention of all historic fabric 
through conservation, maintenance and repair. It reflects a building's continuum over time, 
through successive occupancies, and the respectful changes and alterations that are made.  
Rehabilitation, the second treatment, emphasizes the retention and repair of historic materials, 
but more latitude is provided for replacement because it is assumed the property is more 
deteriorated prior to work. (Both Preservation and Rehabilitation standards focus attention on 
the preservation of those materials, features, finishes, spaces, and spatial relationships that, 
together, give a property its historic character.)  
Restoration, the third treatment, focuses on the retention of materials from the most significant 
time in a property's history, while permitting the removal of materials from other periods.  
Reconstruction, the fourth treatment, establishes limited opportunities to re-create a non-
surviving site, landscape, building, structure, or object in all new materials. 
 
Definitions: 
 
Preservation is defined as the act or process of applying measures necessary to sustain the 
existing form, integrity, and materials of an historic property. Work, including preliminary 
measures to protect and stabilize the property, generally focuses upon the ongoing maintenance 
and repair of historic materials and features rather than extensive replacement and new 
construction. New exterior additions are not within the scope of this treatment; however, the 
limited and sensitive upgrading of mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems and other 
code-required work to make properties functional is appropriate within a preservation project 
 



Rehabilitation is defined as the act or process of making possible a compatible use for a 
property through repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or features 
which convey its historical, cultural, or architectural values 
 
Restoration is defined as the act or process of accurately depicting the form, features, and 
character of a property as it appeared at a particular period of time by means of the removal of 
features from other periods in its history and reconstruction of missing features from the 
restoration period. The limited and sensitive upgrading of mechanical, electrical, and plumbing 
systems and other code-required work to make properties functional is appropriate within a 
restoration project. 
 
Reconstruction is defined as the act or process of depicting, by means of new construction, the 
form, features, and detailing of a non-surviving site, landscape, building, structure, or object 
for the purpose of replicating its appearance at a specific period of time and in its historic 
location 
 
See http://www2.cr.nps.gov/tps/standguide/index.htm for more information about the Standards 


